
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Spirit” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Love for All,” is number 41 in the series.  You will find the order of worship for 
today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
 

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
   7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts
Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir
Thursday: 
   7:00 Spirit Wind Concert 

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Check out our website, www.aldersgateabilene.org, on the 
“connect” page for an updated calendar of events!

    We have a new art exhibit in the hallway! The artists are Jack and Jill 
Maxwell who are local artists. Jack is a professor at ACU and is known 
for Jacob’s dream, a large sculpture that resides on the ACU campus. Jill 
just recently retired from a 33 year career as a High School art teacher. Jill 
is a naturalist painter, a published illustrator, and has a current series of 
assemblage sculptures in progress. Their exhibit is twofold. Jack’s work 
centers on his European travels and the desire that we all have for peace, 
quietness, wonder, and beauty. Jill’s five paintings center on the familiar 
yet uncomfortable concept of vulnerability.  She juxtaposes the open 
vulnerability of a newborn to the hidden vulnerability of an adult. After 
a health crises with her granddaughter, Myla, she was forced to release 
any perceived personal power and control and trust in a merciful God. 
Her insight struck a chord in me and caused me to sit still and reflect on 
all of the ways I seek to cover my vulnerability with false control. Their 
work is up until the end of July, so please take some time to enjoy and 
refect on it. —Jessica Watson

Connections: Jack and Jill Maxwell Exhibit



   Children’s Moment: Camp Counselors Needed!
    Our kids enjoy going to Camp Butman in Merkel very much. It is a life-changing experience for many of 
them.  Camp Butman is a great place that probably many of you went to as a child or where you sent your 
own kids. Part of what makes it great is its affordability, and one way they keep it affordable is that each camp 
is mainly staffed by volunteers. For July 6-10 we have about 10 kids going to the camp for 4th-6th graders, 

and we really need a couple of adults who would be willing to 
volunteer their time to go with them. This could be anyone age 
16 - 80! The camp director said an 80 year-old grandpa was one 
of the best counselors he ever saw! Would you be willing to take 
that week and serve in this way? You would be helping to plant 
the seeds of God’s love in the lives of children, and it could even 
make an eternal difference in their lives. Pastor Steve became a 
Christian at church camp, as I’m sure many of you did too. If you 
would like more information about it, please contact me at 660-
5529 or children@aldersgateabilene.org. — Alayna Brooks

   Spirit Wind is the Official Youth Choir of the Northwest Texas Conference of the United Methodist 
Church. The choir began in 1978 and has provided a summer camp for youth with musical talent to spread 
His word through worship and song ever since. They have witnessed throughout the conference, most of 
the U.S., and even abroad. The choir not only spreads God’s love to others, but also to each other, creating 
lifetime friendships. God’s hand is upon them.
    Last Sunday, 13 youth from the Abilene area - seven from AUMC - left for Ceta Canyon for their camp 
retreat where they learn the music they will perform. On Friday they will complete their camp and begin 
singing throughout the conference. Spirit Wind will perform at Aldersgate on Thursday, June 18th at 7:00 
pm, under the direction of our very own David Wallis. Please come support the youth of your church, enjoy 
sweet music, and praise His glorious name through song! You will not be disappointed!  — Janna Wallis

Music Ministry: Spirit Wind 2015

    This Sunday night, June 14th, the youth are grabbing their putters and heading 
to Play Faire Park for some food and puttin’! The cost is $5, which covers playing 
both sides of the course and food. Feel free to bring friends and family. 
  The following day our mid-highers are taking off on our annual Mystery 
Ramble! Please be in prayer for our youth and sponsors as we head to…
   Also, Camp Eagle is coming up and it’s high time we got everyone signed up on their website. As I was 
looking at the way they have everything set up, I think the easiest approach would be for each of you to go 
to: www.campeagle.org. From the home screen, scroll over programs, click on summer camps, and then 
click on the button that says “REGISTER ONLINE” under the camp director’s picture on the right. Use the 
code 134957190 in the registration form.
    This summer is jam packed full of great events! Be sure you sign up and are in the know. 
     —Daniel Mathis

Youth Ministry: Play Faire Mini Golf



ALIVE in the Spirit: Love for All
 1 John 4:19-21
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

LOVE beyond the science…
 —  Surround Yourself
 — Be there

    “Us humans…we just want to fit it somewhere”

The CORE of LOVE revisited.

 The Jesus Creed (Matthew 22:37-40, Mark 12:29-31)

    True love is where giving and receiving meet -- Richard Rohr
    To Love is to will the good of another – Thomas Aquinas

 Rooted Where? (John 4:19-21)

Indiscriminate LOVE:  Perfection!

  The Jesus Creed and the Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)

  The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:43-48)

 Messy Evangelism (John 13:34-35)

Spirit Aware…(Acts 1:8, Revelation 8:9)  

  People

 Fear (I John 4:18)



College Ministry:  My Appreciation for College Ministry
    In years past, Jessica and I have had the incredible opportunity to join a team from McMurry University 
in Haiti for a week-long trip to cooperate with a community development organization. Surely, these trips 
have opened our eyes to such matters of faith, human dignity, poverty, injustice, and privilege, which have 
permanently engraved sights, sounds, smells, and stories into our memories. Recently, another team from 
McMurry took this same trip to Haiti, and although I could not make the journey, I was honored to drive 
them to and from the airport. This responsibility rehashed many of the memories that I have stored up from 
my past experiences in Haiti, and has provoked some conversations with a few students. 
    One thing that I appreciate the most about working with students is the opportunity for open and honest 
conversations. It seems that these conversations are almost like rites of passage: you know, those conversations 
which confront the tensions found within faith and human rights. And although many students may remain 
undecided on their personal opinions, I believe that these conversations help us all to think critically, to listen 
to each other, and to value deep relationships, 
even in the midst of disagreement. This is such 
an important lesson to learn, especially as we 
witness growing polarizations in government, 
economics, and even faith communities. With 
this being said, I am excited to continue to 
journey with students through these tensions 
and difficult conversations and to pray that 
God would sanctify us all through the sharing 
of our experiences.  — Kyle Watson

   In case you are unable to read the words on Jason’s hat in the photo to the right, they are, “May the 
Forks be with You.” Jason’s Star Wars-themed attire and his grilling tongs, which doubled as a light saber, 
set the tone for a fun evening at the first Garden Party on Sunday night. I feel so grateful for all of you 
who attended and participated, bringing delicious food to share and staying to pull weeds in the garden. 
(Thanks especially to Ryan Hamilton for assisting Jason at the grill!) Our vegetables are doing so much 

better now with a little more room to breath and grow. The 
next party will take place on June 21 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Open Door Community Garden (South 19th and Amarillo 
Streets). That’s Father’s Day, so bring your dad, your son, 
your friend, your neighbor, and anyone else you’d like 
to invite to celebrate in the garden with our community. 
These Garden Parties take place on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month, and everyone is always welcome. I hope to 
see you on June 21, July 5, July 19, August 2 and August 16 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Open Door Community Garden! Grace 
and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

 Open Door: Summer Garden Parties



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                         6.7.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $19,442.93
Received Month-to-Date = $19,442.93
Received Year-to-Date = $369,729.56
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $23,374.88

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 158
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 126

Total Worship Service Attendance = 284                                       
 Sunday school = 150

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



We invite you to 
read Shaped by the 
Word: the Power 
of Scripture in 
Spiritual Formation.  
If you would like 
a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and 
we will order a copy for you. The 
price is $12. Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

       In The Word                                                  

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sun:    1 John 4:7-5:5     
Mon:   Luke 10:25-37         
Tue:     Matthew 5:43-48              
Wed:   Colossians 3:1-14 
Thur:   Romans 12:9-21                                
Fri:      1 Peter 13-25      
Sat:      John 13:1-35                         

Chronological Bible Readings
Sun:    John 5
Mon:  Matt 12:1-21, Mark 3, 
            Luke 6      
Tue:    Matt 5-7
Wed:  Matt 8:1-13, Luke 7 
Thur:  Matt 11
Fri:      Matt 12:22-50, Luke 11
Sat:      Matt 13, Luke 8
How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible 
in a year. Please consider reading 
both each day as we continue in our 
ALIVE sermon series.  

                                                   from Pastor Steve
   JD Walt, of seedbed.com’s Daily Text and who 
is also my friend and seminary mate, wrote the 
following a few weeks ago.  It struck me and I 
trust it will you too as we continue to delve into 
the depths of God’s holy love:

   This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the Day of Judgment:  In this world we are like Jesus.  The 
one who fears is not made perfect in love. –I John 4:17-18
   Over and over John brings us back to the hard objectivity of love 
over and against love as a soft, subjective sentiment. Humans are 
capable of all sorts of “loving” expressions. One minute we speak of 
how much we “love” that new restaurant across town, and the next of 
how much we “love” our spouse. We need a completely different way 
to categorize and talk about “love” when it comes to understanding 
it biblically.  John chose the Greek term, “agape” to capture what 
he meant by “love.” Sure, John could give a conceptual definition 
of agape; something like the self-giving preferential treatment of 
another person at cost to yourself.  I can grasp a definition like this 
but I still don’t know what it looks like. 
   Love looks like that time Jesus invited a despised tax collector to be his 
disciple. Love looks like that time Jesus struck up a conversation with 
the Samaritan woman of questionable reputation at the well. Love 
looks like that time Jesus saved his disciples lives by speaking peace to 
a raging storm. Love looks like that time Jesus told a dead little girl’s 
parents to not be afraid but to believe, after which he raised her back to 
life. Love looks like that time Jesus washed his disciple’s feet.
   In each of these scenarios Jesus entered a situation characterized 
by fear and anxiety. Because his presence was the unadulterated 
expression of the holy love of God, fear and anxiety simply left. The 
presence of Jesus, which is to say the presence of holy love, drives out 
fear by displacing it.
   The journey of becoming like Jesus can be described in many ways.  
In my judgment, chief among them would be the process from being 
a person of “fear” to becoming a person of “love.” So I ask you, what 
experience do you evoke in other people? Does your presence cause 
anxiety or unease or fear? Or does your presence exude a quality of 
peace that not only communicates it is well with your soul, but that it 
is going to be ok for others too?


